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PRESENTATION  

The Organizing Committee of the 14th Conference of the International Soil Conservation Organization is very pleasure to invite you to participate to ISCO 2006, which will take place in Marrakech, Morocco, on May 14-19, 2006.  

This conference will be a common forum throughout the world for experts in various disciplines related to sustainable management of soil and water, particularly in semi-arid environment. Researchers, Professors, Developers, Decision-makers, and Stakeholders representing public and private institutions and non Governmental Organizations will meet to exchange their experience and ideas on soil and water conservation and sustainable development.  

The “sustainable management of soil and water in semi-arid environment”, subject matter of the conference,  engenders many challenges in terms of sustainable management of natural resources for the planet and adequate food production for a perpetual growing population. The substantial disturbance of natural habitats, which occurred during the 20th century, reveals the extent of the challenge, humanity will face during the new millennium. 

Research works, development actions and collaborative activities in relation to sustainable management of soil and water in semi-arid environment will come upon a common ambition to share experiences and thoughts during one week all along in Marrakech.  

We count on you and on your active participation in the 14th conference of ISCO. We hope to see you in Marrakech, Morocco, on May 2006.   

The Organizing Committee of ISCO 2006.

SUGGESTED TOPICS OF THE CONFERENCE:

Topic 1. Water Management in a semi-arid environment:

· Quantification and modeling of the hydrological balance: estimation of resources in a  semi-arid environment; 

· New technologies for water use rationalization;

· Traditional strategies for water management and future evolution;

· Harvesting and management of runoff waters in semi-arid and arid areas; 

· Effectiveness of water storage.

Topic 2. Desertification

· Factors & process of desertification;

· Consequences of desertification;

· Control of desertification.

Topic 3. Agro-pastoral transformations and land degradation:

· Changes in the soil cover, land use and their effects; 

· Land use and hydrological soil behavior.

Topic 4. Indicators, measurements and modeling of the various erosion processes in semi-arid environments:

· Measurement techniques of erosion;

· Modeling of the ground and soil  fertility losses; 

· Follow-up of the processes and the impacts.
Topic 5. Specific erosion processes and anti-erosion control:

· Ravine erosion and stabilization of the ravines and  wadis;

· Mass movements in semi-arid mountains and watershed stabilization; 

· Wind erosion, sanding and  desertification;

Topic 6. Management, preservation and rehabilitation of soils:

· Rehabilitation of degraded soils;

· Organic and mineral fertilization; 

· Farming techniques and land productivity; 

· Agroforestery and rehabilitation of soils. 

Topic 7. Economic evaluation of land degradation, efficiency and cost of anti-erosive structures:

· Socio-economic repercussions of  land degradation; 

· Evaluation of the LAE techniques, cost/efficiency. 

Topic 8. Environmental effects of soil degradation:

· Safeguarding of resources, landscapes and biodiversity; 

· Safeguarding of water quality;

· Erosion and silting of storage dams; 

· Relationship between soil erosion and global changes; 

· Desertification.

Topic 9. Institutional, legislative and socio-economic aspects of soil and water conservation:

· Institutional organization of water and soil conservation;

·  Social, economic and legal problems of water and soil conservation; 

· Management and farming systems and soil and water conservation ; 

· Watershed agencies and upstream - downstream solidarity;

·  Training, research and the GCES.
SCIENTIFIC COMITEE 

M. SABIR & M. QARRO, ENFI, Morocco ; M. BADRAOUI & F. BENCHAKROUN,  IAV Hassan II, Morocco; R. BOUABID, ENA Meknès, Morocco ; A. LAOUINA, Université Mohamed V, Rabat, Morocco ; R. MRABET, INRA, Morocco; Ouafa CHERIFI, Un Cady Ayyad, Marrakech, Morocco ;  J. ALBERGEL & G. DENONI, IRD, Montpellier, France; J. Dumanski, President and CEO, Canada ; S. A. EL-SWAIFY, ISCO Board of Directors, University of Hawaii, USA; J. L. RUBIO, ISCO Board of Directors, Spain, president of ESSC; E. ROOSE, Réseau Erosion et GCES, AUF, France; M. A. NEARING, ISCO Board of Directors, Purdue University, USA; M. GRUNDY, ISCO Board of Directors, Australia; Bob STEWART, ISCO Board of Directors, USA; H. HURNI, ISCO Board of Directors, Switzerland; He WENYUAN, ISCO Board of Directors, P. R. China; R. CASAS, ISCO Board of Directors, Argentina; M. G. COOK, ISCO Board of Directors, USA NC; S. C. F. DECHEN, ISCO Board of Directors, Brazil, IUSS; F. HOLZWARTH, ISCO Board of Directors, Germany; I. Pla SENTIS, ISCO Board of Directors, Spain; E. REINZI, ISCO Board of Directors, Argentina; D. W. SANDERS, ISCO Board of Directors, UK. WASWC; Max SCHNEPF, ISCO Board of Directors, USA USDA, NRCS; S. SOMBATPANIT, ISCO Board of Directors, Thailand, WASWC; K. G. TEJWANI, Board of Directors, India.
LANGUAGE: The language during the conference is either English or French.   

KEY DATES:  

· Date for receipt of the intention to participate: 

February 28, 2005,  

· Deadline for receipt of abstracts and registration bulletin: 
June 30, 2005,  

· Notice of acceptance of abstracts: 



September 30, 2005,  

· Deadline for registration at reduced fee: 


November 30, 2005,  

· Deadline for receipt of accepted articles: 


December 31, 2005,  

· Publication of preliminary program: 


February 28, 2006.  

REGISTRATION FEES:
· Northern countries:   

· Early registration: 
455 euros  

· Late registration:

545 euros  

· Southern countries: 

270 euros  

· Northern country students:
200 euros  

· Southern country students: 
100 euros  

The fees cover:  

· Welcome cocktail,

· Conference proceedings (Abstracts of papers),

· Proceedings on Cd-rom medium,

· Access to different sessions of the conference,

· 4 lunches (on site buffet),

· Coffee breaks,

· Mid-conference excursion (bus, meal, documentation),

· Translation (English/French/English).

The payment terms and conditions will be specified afterwards. 

EXCURSIONS:  

· A mid-conference excursion, included in the program will be arranged on May 17, 2006. This excursion will address aspects related to water, soil fertility, and watershed management and desertification in semi-arid environments. 
· Ante and post-conference excursions, payable by the participants will be organized during May 8-12 and May 22-26, 2006. The ante-conference excursion (Marrakech-Taroudant-Agadir-Massa through Tizi N’Test) will tackle the conservation of nature in the High Atlas and Souss regions. The post-conference excursion (Marrakech-Ouarzazate-Zagora-Mhamid through Tizi N’Tichka) will concentrate on water management and desertification in arid environments (valleys of southern flanks of the High Atlas). 

ASSOCIATIONS SUPPORTING THE ISCO 2006 (temporary list) :

Réseau Erosion et GCES, AUF, Paris;

European Society for Soil Conservation, ESSC;

CONTACT ADDRESS:

The organizing committee: isco2006@wanadoo.net.ma; Phone & Fax: +212 37861149;

Information about Marrakech: cherifi@ucam.ac.ma
Web site : http://enaweb.enameknes.ac.ma/~isco-06/
