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Conference on Land Degradation in Dry Environments 

Meeting Summary, by Xiaoping Yang 

Dates: March 8 - 14, 2009

Organizers: Jasem Al-Awadhi, Kuwait University (e-mail: jawadhi@kuc01.kuniv.edu.kw), Mohammed Al-Sarawi, Earth and Environmental Dept., Mohammed Khozami - Geography Dept, Jasem Al-Ali- Geography Dept.

Description:
Drylands cover about 41% of Earth's land surface and are home to more than 38% of the total global population of 6.5 billion. Some form of severe land degradation is present on 10 to 20% of these lands, the consequences of which are estimated to affect directly some 250 million people in the developing world, an estimate likely to expand substantially in the face of climate change and population growth. Population increases in semi-arid and arid regions and changes in regional climate have often led to degradation of the land, and sometimes to the collapse of societies in these regions. The problem is as old as civilization. Nowadays Mongolia and China, parts of the middle east and the US Southwest face such problems. Showing these examples will be one of the goals of this coming Conference on Land Degradation.
Topic 1: Earth Surface Processes
Topic 2: Ecotourism, Urbanization, Sustainable Development, and Management Policy
Topic 3: Provisional Tools and Methodologies for Land Degradation Assessment
Topic 4: Climate Change and Land Degradation
Topic 5: Rehabilitation and Soil Conservation

A post-conference field trip is being organized to the United Arab Emirates (March 12-14, 2009)

Cooperating Organizations:
International: COMLAND ; International Association of Geomorphologists (IAG)

Regional / Local: Kuwait University, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research; United Arab Emirates University
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